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July 25, 2012 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, SW  
Room TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
RE: Ex parte filing in WC Docket No. 10-90  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 
On July 23, Clover McNeil, Charlie Carpenter and Jens Laipenieks from Arctic Slope Telephone 
Association Cooperative, Inc. (ASTAC) and Matthew Tycksen and the undersigned from 
GVNW Consulting, Inc. (GVNW) conducted a telephonic ex parte meeting with the following 
individuals from the Wireline Competition Bureau: Amy Bender, Steven Rosenberg, Katie King, 
Roger Woock, Craig Stroup, and James Eisner.  
 
The purpose of this telephonic ex parte was to follow-up on open items from the July 11 ex parte 
with WCB staff.  
 

• Roads 

ASTAC road data sources requested by staff on July 11 were reviewed with ASTAC. The issue 
of roads that exist in the North Slope Borough, but are not accessible to ASTAC for either 
facilities or customers was introduced.  
 
We agreed to follow-up in the waiver request with our source data bases and our calculation of 
road crossings.  
 

• Climate 

Climate follow-up discussion was deferred until the waiver filing.  
 

• Difficulty vs. PctBedrock 

The “Difficulty” variable provides a measure of the effort needed to operate and lay plant into 
the soil in a given service area. The data is derived from the STATSGO2 dataset, and values for 
various soil types range from 1, being the easiest to work, to 4, the most difficult.  
 
The use of certain default variables was discussed by WCB staff.   
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• Alaska Coefficient 

We did not cover this issue, and deferred additional discussion of this to our request for 
expedited waiver.  
 

• Inclusion of Acquired GTE Properties 

Prior to the Transformation Order, the exchanges acquired from GTE were treated separately for 
USF purposes. Review of the input data suggests that the FCC included an acquired GTE 
exchange in the variable “Exchanges” for Arctic Slope.  
 
We discussed with WCB staff the procedures we would need to complete to assist the WCB in 
correcting this input variable.  
 

As required by the Commission’s rules, this ex parte record is now filed in the above referenced 
dockets. If there are any questions, please call me on 503.612.4409. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Via ECFS 7/25/12 
 

Jeffry H. Smith  
Vice-President and Division Manager, Western Region  
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
 

Copy to  
WCB staff in attendance  
Steve Merriam, Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative  
 


